
Vermont’s Free Degree Promise
Student Journey
All students in the Vermont high school classes of 2023-2026 who complete the state’s Early College program at the Community 
College of Vermont can earn a free, accelerated associate degree of their choosing through the Free Degree Promise. 

Here’s how the Free Degree Promise pathway works:

Priority deadline is May 1 of your 
Junior year, with a final application 
deadline of August 7 before your 

Senior year.

11TH GRADE

Apply to Early 
College at CCV

With a successful Early College 
Year, students graduate from their 

home high school with a year of 
college completed.

Graduate from 
High School

Upon completion of the Free Degree 
Promise, students have a debt-free degree 

of their choosing and are prepared to 
enter the workforce or transfer to 

a bachelor's degree program.

Graduate with debt-free 
Associate Degree

High school seniors complete their 
last year of high school and their first 

year of college at the same time.

12TH GRADE

Early College
Year

Students who complete Early College at CCV can 
continue on the Free Degree Promise pathway 
and receive up to five debt-free semesters plus 

living stipends and enhanced advising.

Free Degree
Year




